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Seed to Sustainability Campaign

Since we first opened the doors of our Kingston drop-in 
centre at the beginning of 2012, a large portion of our 

funding has been generously and sacrificially given to us by 
a small group of seed donors whose desire was to give night-
light Canada time to establish itself as a viable ministry in the 
communities where it operates. 

Over four years later, the time has come for us to tran-
sition away from seed funding and to move to a more sus-
tainable model of financing the ministry. With this in mind, 
we’re initiating a fundraising campaign entitled Serving Jesus, 
One Cup at a Time. 

The goals of this campaign are 1) to diversify our donor 
base. We believe it’s far better to have many small donations 
and a few very large ones, and 2) to try to move donations 
from one-time donations to monthly pledges. Regular montly 
pledges currently account for about 18% of our annual oper-
ating budget. We’d like to move this number closer to 50% 
which will enable us to smooth out our cash flow and allow 

us to more effectively plan for the 
future of the ministry.

Because the ministry 
is about relationship, often 
facilitated through a cup of 
coffee, that’s the theme of 
our sponsorships. We’re ask-
ing churches and individuals 
to consider making a monthly 
donation sponsoring an urn 
of coffee ($70/month) a pot 
of coffee ($30/month) or one 
or more cups of coffee ($5/
month), or any combination of any of the three.

The campaign will run until June 30. You can track 
the current progress of the campaign on our website at 
nightlightcanada.com/sustainability-campaign 

ServingJ�us
one cup at a time

Belleville Executive Director 
Mollie joins with Bob, a guest 
celebrating his 83rd birthday
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Community Trip to Camp 
Iawah

On June 5th nightlight will be staging a day 
trip to Camp Iawah, north of Kingston for our 
guests and volunteers. The trip is a chance for a 
group of people who seldom get to leave the city 
to visit a beautiful campground for a few hours. 

nightlight guests and volunteers arriving at last 
year’s day trip to the Kuipers Family Farm in 
Prince Edward County.

An Inconvenient God?

We’re always looking at new ways to articulate the theological 
convictions that form the basis of nightlight’s mission and pur-

pose in new and compelling ways. We’ve recently begun and exploration 
of what nightlight Founder and Executive Director Dr. Ben Platz terms, 
the theology of inconvenience, the idea that God uses deeply inconvenient 
experiences to train his followers for life in the Kingdom of God.

This idea seems totally alien in a world where we try to package faith in 
a way that makes it more accessible, but we see it at work in Jesus’ approach 
to discipleship. We might look at the story of the rich young ruler who 
asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells him to keep 
the commands. He insists he already does. Rather then responding, “well 
then, welcome to the church!” Jesus drops the a bomb saying, “One thing 
you lack, go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21). 

In an age where we are tempted to make following Jesus as convenient, 
easy and hassle-free as possible, we see that Jesus is all about inconve-
niencing us. Of course, he’s not being petulant, rather Jesus knows that 
training people to be citizens of a new kind of kingdom is going to involve 
some painful unlearning of what it meant to be citizens of the old kind of 
kingdom. This is a process we experience over and over as we are discipled 
into God’s kingdom.

What are your experiences with God using blessed inconveniences 
to shape your character? We’d love for this to be a conversation rather 
than a monologue. If you’ve got insights you’d like to share with us (and 
would be okay with them being shared with others) let us know about 
some of the times in your life where Jesus has inconvenienced you, and 
what he was teaching you through the process. You can email your story 
to communications@nightlightcanada.com.
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