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JESUS’ BIRTHDAY!  AN OCCASION TO GIVE!! 

 

Ed blows out the candles on his birthday celebration at nightlight. Let’s celebrate Jesus’ day this year the 
same way we celebrate our own birthdays.  
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Last year at this time, a generous donor called and said he wanted to recognize 
Jesus’ birthday by giving Him a gift.  In order to do this, he said, he wanted to give the 
poor something and chose nightlight as the way to do this. What an interesting thing to 
do—to give an intentional gift to Jesus at the time of His birth!  Christians often give 
around the Christmas season in ways we don’t always give at other times of the year.  I 
wonder why we do this?  Is it for tax purposes (to get in what we’ve intended to give all year 
before the January 1st deadline)?  Is it because our hearts are softened by all the carols, 
lights, gift-buying, etc?  Or, is it because we’re deeply aware that we’re celebrating the 
birthday of Jesus, as this donor did?  Perhaps it struck me as such an interesting thing to 
do because I haven’t seen this often within my lifetime.  Do you, or someone you know, 
want to make a gift to Jesus this Christmas by giving to the poor? Go online to 
nightlightcanada.com and Give through it or, if you prefer, give by cheque (made out to 
“nightlight” with your city of designation in the memo) and mail it to 825 Gardiners Rd, 
Kingston, ON, K7M 7E6 or, for more information, call 343.363.0508 or email 
finance@nightlightcanada.com .  Be sure to see our Finance Report on page 3. 
Merry Christmas to all and Happy birthday Jesus! 
 

 

Lisa and Ron decorate the Christmas tree at nightlight in Kingston as families do around this time of the year.  
Ron passed away in 2017 and will be missed.  This will be our family’s first Christmas without him. 
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CHRISTMAS….A TIME FOR RELATIONSHIP/A TIME FOR FAMILY 
I’m not sure what your thoughts or feelings are when it comes to Christmas and 
family. For many, Christmas is a time of the year, sadly, when we avoid or put up with our 
family members, while for others, it’s a time when we anticipate and look forward for time 
together.  For some, this year will be the first Christmas when a family member is no longer 
with us and the pain of that will change the way we’re able to celebrate the season.  At 
nightlight we lost Ron to a sudden and tragic death this year.  Ron had a big personality 
and so his lack of presence will be noticed.  Ron loved to decorate the Christmas tree (see 
the photo, above) and looked forward to the Christmas dinner (also, see the photo below; 
this year’s dinners are on December 11 in Belleville and 9 in Kingston).  Relationship is the 
most important thing we can start, develop, nurture, and cling to.  For some, the option 
has been taken away, but for others, the opportunity is in front of us.  Let’s not let the 
season of relationship (remember, God so loved the world, He sent His Son) pass us by 
without taking the chance to start, renew, continue our relationships with our families. 
 
 

 

 
FINANCE REPORT 
2017 expected expenses to end of year (all centres)   $211,000 
Projected committed giving to the end of December  $150,387 
Need by December 31st         $60,613 
 
 

Christmas dinner is an important thing to do together, as a family.  Each year we prioritize finding a time 
when we can eat, sing, and celebrate the birth of Christ.  Ron (right) and friends at last year’s dinner. 
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