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The church has often had a difficult time deciding whether 
its acts of kindness should be done publicly or secretly. 

Scripture seems to send mixed signals. In the same sermon, 
Jesus tells his listeners to “let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” (Mt 5:16 ESV) and “when you give 
to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.” (Mt. 6:3 
ESV). You could be forgiven for believing that Jesus is of two 
minds on the issue. 

He isn’t of two minds, of course. The truth is that it’s not 
always right to publicly proclaim your acts of justice, nor is it 
always right to hide them. The dividing line, as with so much 
else, has to do with the heart. Are our acts of piety done to 
draw attention to us, or are they meant to draw attention to 
God? If I’m not willing to do some good deed secretly, thus 
missing out on the praise of others, then I shouldn’t do them 
publicly. It’s God, not us, who is supposed to be glorified when 
the church lives in a way that is true to its calling.

This isn’t just a theological curiosity. It’s a practical ques-
tion the church must wrestle with regularly. An example: on 

the last night that nightlight Belleville was open at its origi-
nal location we invited the mayor and city councilors to our 
festivities. Many of the city councilors didn’t know we exist, 
though we were only a few blocks from city hall. 

nightlight founder and Executive Director Ben Platz had 
a chance to show them what we do, while Mollie Sitwell, the 
Executive Director for the Belleville centre shared about how 
nightlight volunteers had intervened in the life of one of our 
guests, Rob, getting him off the street and into transitional 
housing. One of the councilors asked Ben how much it costs 
to run the drop-in centre per year, and was surprised to find 
that it was less than it costs the city to hire and equip a single 
police officer. They were surprised that the church was behind 
something that did measurable good in the community.

What is the image of the church in the broader culture? 
They may find us stodgy or no fun, and maybe that’s fine, but 
wouldn’t it be tragic if they saw us as too inward-focused to 
be of any service to our community? In that case, perhaps 
what we need to do is help the community to see the things 
the church is doing to help, not so that we can earn a pat on 
the back, but so that they catch a glimpse of God’s Kingdom 

Walkers in last year’s Coldest Night of the Year event in Kingston
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How Can You Help?
Donate  
Please consider making a monthly pledge 
to help make our work among those on 
the margins a sustainable ministry. 
nightlightcanada.com/give

Volunteer  
Serve our guest community by making 
a weekly volunteer commitment, or by 
helping out with special needs and events. 
nightlightcanada.com/volunteer

Pray  
Pray that our work in the community will 
clearly and effectively show people God’s 
love.

in action and learn something important about the nature of its King.
God loves our communities, and as his children, so should we. But 

how do we show the community that the church is working to help the 
community flourish? Events like our annual Coldest Night of the Year 
fund-raiser help us give public expression to what we’re about. At last year’s 
Kingston event, Ben got a chance to speak with Kingston deputy mayor 
Ryan Boehme about how through nightlight, the church in Kingston is 
doing its part to address the problems associated with relational poverty. 
Boehme, who had grown up going to church but had drifted away as it 
increasingly seemed irrelevant, commented that he had no idea that the 
church was doing so much for the benefit of those outside its walls. The 
crowd of people who participated in the event gave us a chance to show an 
influential person in one of our communities that the church cares about 
more than itself: it stands for the good of its community.

The church doesn’t need to strive to be relevant by imitating our sur-
rounding culture. But it needs to be relevant by showing our culture what 
it is called and invited to be, what it is like when people are yielded to the 
reign of God. The church is at its best when it shows, in flesh and blood, 
that the good news of the Kingdom looks like this. 

What is the cost if we fail to do this? In the letter to the Ephesian 
church found in Revelation, Jesus says, “you have abandoned the love you 
had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and 
do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you repent.(Rev 2:4-5 ESV). The church 
had failed to express its love in acts of service and, as a result, it was in 
danger of losing its witness. However, in our case, as with the church in 
Ephesus, Jesus invites the church to do better. We’re challenged to demon-
strate a different way of being human, one that cares for others’ needs 
over our own. One that seeks to benefit not just our friends, but also our 
enemies. It is this ridiculous, extravagant, Christ-like love — made possible 
in our lives only by the work of the Holy Spirit — that shows the world that 
God’s solutions aren’t just relevant, they are the only solutions that work. 
Help us make a public statement about what the church stands for. Go to 
coldestnightoftheyear.org to register or join a team, or call to find out how.

Kingston deputy mayor Ryan Boehme addresses participants at CNOY 
2016 in Kingston. CNOY happens again Feb 25, 2017. Join us and help 
show Kingston and Belleville that the church cares about the problems our 
communities face.


