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Serving Jesus, One Cup at a Time
A campaign to transition nightlight Cambridge from seed to sustainability

God is serious about his people’s care for the poor. Did you know that 
the Bible talks about poverty and economic issues over 2,100 times? 

That’s more than any other subject. This revelation of our heavenly Father’s heart 
is what motivates us to reach out to those who, like the fatherless and the widow 
in ancient Israel, have been excluded from the life of the community, and whose 
needs are too often ignored by the world around them.

What does this mean in a society that already has a social safety net? While people’s 
most basic physical needs are generally met, the poor among us survive, but are 
unable to thrive. Perhaps somewhat counter-intuitively, we’ve come to appreciate 
that the deepest form of poverty isn’t always material. As Mother Teresa once noted, 
the worst sort of poverty is loneliness: “We think sometimes that poverty is only being 
hungry, naked and homeless. The poverty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for 
is the greatest poverty. We must start in our own homes to remedy this kind of poverty.”

Those without friends and close family — the relationally poor — struggle to get by. 
While they are often materially poor, sometimes they aren’t. They may be mentally 
ill, suffering from substance abuse problems or just lonely. Each person presents an 
opportunity to share the love of Jesus in practical ways. Sometimes just having a cup of 
coffee with someone who is genuinely interested in them, can be a truly significant thing.

www.nightlightcanada.com

“nightlight means to me... 
comfort. I don’t get judged 

and I am safe with the 
volunteers and can laugh 

with everyone”  
~ Cambridge guest
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A Two-Way Blessing

But when the church serves the poor, the blessings don’t flow in one direction. In 
Matthew 25, we read the parable of the sheep and the goats. The righteous are surprised 
to hear that in their service for the Least of These, they were really serving the Lord Jesus, 
himself.  It’s been our experience that volunteers who come to serve at nightlight one 
night per week, see their lives radically reoriented towards serving the poor and needy. 
Just as Jesus’ closest friends were discipled in serving alongside him, so we’ve found 
that serving presents some of the richest opportunities for discipleship. Our hope is 
that our volunteers growth is a rich blessing to their home churches, and that their 
experience serving Jesus increases their passion for God’s mission and shapes their 
character to be like Jesus’. The work we do brings about a blessing that makes itself 
felt both by the one who receives, but also the one who gives.

From Seed to Sustainability (S2S)

But this ministry needs support from the local church community. Since we first 
opened the doors of our Cambridge drop-in centre in May 2018, nightlight has relied 
heavily on the sacrificial generosity of a group of seed donors who have helped us get 
our organization in place. However, the time has come for us to make the transition 
from seed to sustainability. Our ministry can’t make that transition without buy-in 
from local churches and the commitment of individual volunteers and donors. We’re 
actively praying for and seeking partners who will help support the work that we 
believe God is doing among the relationally poor in Cambridge.

We currently have pledged commitments that amount to about 25% of our annual 
budget. The rest has been made up of revenue from fundraising events like The Ride 
For Refuge, and from one-time donations. As such, its very difficult to predict how 
much money we’ll have at any point in time. We’re hoping to increase our pledged 
giving significantly in order to help with future planning and cash flow. Our goal is 
that 50% of our total annual budget is pledged, monthly donations. If you are currently 
giving to nightlight on a one time or annual basis, we ask that you consider spreading 

nightlight Canada operates 

drop-in centres for adults 

on the margins. We are a multi-

denominational Christian ministry, 

accepting volunteers from a variety 

of Christian churches. We seek to 

help the church to reach out in 

mission to the relationally poor in 

their communities. 

If you’d like to see what we do in 

action, we invite you to drop in 

during our regular operating hours. 

No appointment necessary. 

In Cambridge 
6:00 to 9:00 pm Mondays, 

Wednesdays, Thursdays at 47 Main St

In Belleville
6:30 to 8:30 pm Wednesdays 

at 34 Victoria Ave

In Kingston
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Mondays at 236 Nelson St 

Wednesdays at 89 Colborne St

Mailing
nightlight Canada 

P.O Box 35052 Kingston Centre 

Kingston ON K7L 1H0

~1,620 
hot drinks served

hospital/ 
home visits

support w/
appointments

~7,020 
hours served by 
our volunteers

nightlight Cambridge – a year at a glance Some of what we did in 2019...

common essentials 
given to guests: 
• hats/mitts/socks
• sleeping bags
• hand warmer packs
• gift cards/bags
• boots/shoes

favourite activities: 
• crazy 8’s
• puzzles
• cribbage

how we engage outside 
of drop-in hours:

what volunteers say:

what our Executive 
Director cherishes 
about nightlight:

what our guests are saying:

significant events: 
• birthdays parties
• holidays hangouts
• celebration of life

home
repairs

sharing 
meals

giving
drives

help
moving

hair
cuts

1) Experiencing the kingdom come.
2) Witnessing transformation.
3) Being the church.

“nightlight has 
made me more 
compassionate.  
I love and care 

about the friends 
I’ve made here.”
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your gift out in 12 installments and giving it as a monthly pledge rather than 
a single one-time donation.

We hope you’re interested to help us achieve that goal. Since most of our 
ministry is done over a cup of coffee, we’ve created four different pledge 
categories related to this theme. You can make a monthly donation of one 
or more cups of coffee ($10/month), coffee refills in a travel mug ($25/
month), a pot of coffee ($75/month), or an urn of coffee ($125/month), or 
any combination of these donations. Our goal is to reach $50k in pledges. 
To do that, we’ll need 70 coffee cup pledges, 40 travel mug pledges, 14 coffee 
pot pledges, and 9 coffee urn pledges. With your support, we can achieve 
this goal.

Setting up pledges

There are three ways to set up a recurring monthly pledge – Canada Helps  
(https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/nightlight-canada/campaign/
seed-to-sustainability/), an electronic funds transfer (EFT) form (enclosed); 
or via credit card (form enclosed). In each case, please e-mail us afterward 
to confirm the amount pleged and the monthly donation amount (cups, 
travel mugs, pots or urns). We’ll keep our S2S Cambridge webpage current, 
so check back to see how we’re doing at www.nightlightcanada.com.

Thank you for your willingness to consider partnering with us.

Ben PlatZ
Executive Director, nightlight Canada

cups of coffee

$10
per month

pot of coffee

$75
per month

urn of coffee

$125
per month

travel mug

$25
per month



Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD) Agreement form

Pre-authorized Debit (PAD) agreement

Date: _______________________________

I want to support nightlight through monthly donations by automatic withdrawal from my bank account.

$ __________________ (please specify amount in Canadian Funds)

The debit will be processed to your account on the ________ day of each month or the next business day.
(please specify your choice of the 1st, 15th or 25th day of the month)

I may revoke this authorization at any time with notification of _________ days (not to exceed 30). Notice may be given 
by phone, mail, or e-mail. To obtain a sample cancellation form, or more information on your right to cancel a PAD 
agreement, contact your financial institution or visit www.cdnpay.ca.

Donor Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________________________ (circle one:  cellphone   or   landline)

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

This donation is made on behalf of: (please circle one)   an Individual   or   a Business.

DONOR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION/BANKING INFORMATION 
(Please type or print clearly or attach a void cheque)

Name of Financial Institution: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Branch: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Branch Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/Province: _______________________________________________ Postal Code ______________________

Return to:
nightlight Canada, P.O Box 35052 Kingston Centre, Kingston, ON K7L 1H0

Ben Platz: benplatz@nightlightcanada.com | 343-363-0508
Christa Platz: finance@nightlightcanada.com | 343-363-0508

I have certain recourse rights if any debit does not comply with this agreement. For example, I have the 
right to be reimbursed for any debit that is not authorized or is not consistent with this PAD Agreement. 

More information on rights are available at your financial institution or www.cdnpay.ca

Branch Number Institution # Account Number



Credit Card Donation Agreement

Credit Card Donation agreement

Date: _______________________________

       ONE-TIME DONATION
I, ______________________________, authorize nightlight to charge my credit card below for a one time donation.

$ __________________ (please specify ONE TIME amount in Canadian Funds)
The charge will be processed to your account upon receipt of this agreement by financial administrator unless otherwise
instructed.

       MONTHLY DONATION
I, ______________________________, authorize nightlight to charge my credit card below for the agreed upon monthly 
donation. I understand that my information will be saved to file for future transactions on my account.

$ __________________ (please specify MONTHLY amount in Canadian Funds)

The charge will be processed to your account on the ________ day of each month or the next business day.
(please specify your choice of day of the month)

I may revoke this authorization at any time with notification. Notice may be given by phone, mail, or e-mail

Donor Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________________________ (circle one:  cellphone   or   landline)

Signature: ___________________________________________________________

I would like my funds to go to (please circle one):
nightlight Canada nightlight Belleville nightlight Cambridge nightlight Kingston Wherever most needed

This donation is made on behalf of: (please circle one)   an Individual   or   a Business.

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION (please circle one)  Mastercard   VISA           AMEX 

Cardholder Name (as shown on card): ___________________________________________________________________ 

Card Number: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

Expiration Date (mm/yy): _______ / _______

Return to:
nightlight Canada, P.O Box35052 Kingston Centre, Kingston, ON K7L 1H0

Ben Platz: benplatz@nightlightcanada.com | 343-363-0508
Christa Platz: finance@nightlightcanada.com | 343-363-0508

A charitable tax receipt will be issued for total annual donation by February 28th of the following year.


